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L Basis of the report 

L With regard to the elements of the mtemational application:* 



I I the intemational application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 1-9, as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
Xj the claims, pages ll-liS , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together witii any statement) under Article 1 9, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 10, received on 18 August 2003 with the letter of 18 August 2003 

fx] the drawings, pages 1/5-5/5 , as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
^ I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
[ I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (imder Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)), 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (xmder Rules 55.2 
and/oT 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational apphcation, the intemational 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the intemational application in written form. 

{ I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

} I fumisied subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The statement that the information recorded in corrputer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supp lemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 24 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 1 6 and 70, 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-18 


NO 


hiventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-18 


NO 


Industrial appncability(IA) Claims 1-18 


YES 


Claims 


NO 
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Dl WO 96/04029 D3 US 5207645 

D2 CA 2083555 D4 GB 2165312 

NOVELTY nsn Claims 1-18 

Claims 1, 14, 15 All the features of each of the claims is provided by D1-D4. For example, Dl for claim 1 
provides: : 

CSiamber adapted to contain flexible bag of liquid item 30 

Outlet of bag adapted to receive conduit commmiicating with interior of bag item 100 

Gas source to apply pressure to exterior bag walls item 54 

Pressure regulator for predetermined substantially constant gas pressure item 20 

Gas pressure whereby liquid dispensed from bag outlet at substantially constant rate item 80 

It is noted that D4 provides a gas pressure stabilised at flie final level which is a chosen pressure, page 2, lines 
84, 85, thus providing a pressure regulator, whether or not manually arranged, for a predetermined substantially 
constant gas pressure. Page 1, line 81, lists the advantage of "ehsurance of a constant rate of flow" provided in 
1D4. 

All the features of claims 14 and 15 are similarly disclosed in D1-D4. . 
Claim 2: Dl, D3 and D4 each provide all the features of the claim. 

Claims 7 and 9: All the features of these claims are provided by Dl and D4, respectively. 

Claims 3, 4 and 5: Dl and D3 each provide all the features of each of these claims. 

Claims 6, 8, 10, 17 and 18: Dl, D2 and D3 each provide all the features of each of these claims. 

Claims 1 1 and 13: D2, D3 and D4 each provide all the features of each of these claims. 

Claim 12: All the features of the claim are provided by D3. 

Claim 16: All the features of the claim are provided by D2 and D4. 

INVENTIVE STEP aS\ Claims 1-18 

Since claims 1-18 lack novelty, they also lack inventive step. 
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1. An apparatus for controlled rate dispensing of a liquid contained in a flexible bag, 
said apparatus including 

a chamber adapted to contain the flexible bag containing the liquid; 

an outlet from the chamber adapted to receive an outlet conduit communicating 
with the interior of the flexible bag; 

a source of gas arranged to apply pressure to at least part of the exterior walls of 
the flexible bag; and 

a pressure regulator arranged to maintain a predetermined substantially constant 
gas pressure applied to said exterior walls, 

whereby the pressure applied to said exterior walls causes liquid to be dispensed from 
the flexible bag through the outlet conduit at a controlled and substantially constant rate. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

the chamber is a substantially gas-tight chamber; 

the outlet from the chamber is adapted to seal the outlet conduit to the chamber; 

and 

the source of gas is arranged to supply gas under pressure to the interior of the 
chamber, thereby applying pressure to the exterior walls of the flexible bag. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the pressure regulator is arranged 
to regulate flow of gas from the source of gas to the chamber. 
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